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decades now, the 
prospect of war between 
Russia and the United 
States has continually 
heightened and lessened. 

Many who claim to be 
authorities on prophecy as
sure people a war involving 
Russia and the United 
States, Canada and En
gland is prophesied in 
Ezekiel 38. 

The United States, Britain 
and other democracies of north
western Europe, they recognize, 
are the nations descended from 
the so-called lost Ten Tribes. 
Therefore, they conclude, the 
prophecy of Ezekiel 38 foretells 
a military invasion of the North 
American continent from the 

Soviet Union. Others claim it 
foretells an imminent Soviet in
vasion of the Middle East. But 
this is not what the prophecy says. 

What Ezekiel 38 does foretell is 
truly astounding. Let 's understand 
it. But first, let's remember that 
the peoples of both the U.S. and 
the U.S.S.R. are cautious. The So
viet people are patient, and the En
glish-speaking nations in a crisis 
"fly into a calm" rather than act 
hastily. And now ... 

Time Sequence of Prophecy 

Ezekiel's message is for our day a 
prophetic warning for America and 
Britain, now! 

To understand the time, the 
place and all the facts of the 
prophecy of Ezekiel 38 , we need to 
begin at the first chapter of 
Ezekiel's prophecy and read the 
book clear through. 
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When we do this, we find a time 
sequence flowing through the 
book. 

Let us skim through it very 
briefly. 

Notice, in the very first verse, 
Ezekiel was among the Jewish cap
tives who had been taken from Ju
dah to the river Chebar. It was in 
the fifth year of the captivity of 
King Jehoiachin that this prophecy 
began coming to Ezekiel through 

• • vIsIOns. 
It is a prophecy. Ezekiel was be

ing shown things far into the fu
ture. 

Notice, the prophecy was in
spired and written after Judah's 
captivity began about 130 years 
after the House of Israel had been 
taken captive to Assyria. The ad-

vance guard of the House of Israel 
already had begun to arrive in the 
British Isles before Ezekiel' s vision 
and writing. 

Yet, Ezekiel is a prophet to the 
House of Israel. (Not to be con
fused with the modern Jewish na
tion of Israel. These Jewish people 
are actually descendants of ancient 
Judah.) His prophecy applies to 
the far future not to the captivity 
of ancient Israel, which had oc
curred more than 130 years before 
he wrote. 

Notice Ezekiel's message , a 
prophecy for the future, is primar
ily for the House of Israel (Ezek. 
2: 3; 3: 1, 4-7). 

In chapter 3, verse 17, Ezekiel is 
set a watchman to warn the House 
of Israel. 

\ 
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Message to Israel, Not Judah 

Notice! Beginning chapter 3: After 
the prophet "eats the roll" that 
is, receives the prophetic warning 
message he is to "go speak unto 
the house of Israel" not to the 
Jews among whom he dwelt. 

Remember he is already among 
the captives of Judah. But the 
Eternal says to him, "Go, get thee 
unto the house of Israel" (verse 4). 

As we have often explained to 
readers of The Plain Truth maga
zine, the 12 tribes of Israel had long 
before this divided into two na
tions the 10 tribes being the House 
of Israel, while Judah, Benjamin and 
Levi composed the House of Judah, 
who, only, were "Jews." For the ben
efit of those readers who do not un
derstand this vital distinction a 
veritable "key" without which the 
prophecies cannot be opened to un
derstanding the special book The 
United States and Britain in 
Prophecy is available and upon re
quest, a copy will be sent free. 

The Jewish people of today are 
descended from the House of Ju
dah. But the white, English-speak
ing people of the United States and 
Britain are the leading "birthright" 
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
heads of the 10 tribes of the House 
of Israel. 

Ezekiel's message is for our 
day and it is, therefore, a mes
sage for America and Britain, NOW' 

Notice chapter 4. The prophet is 
to place before him a tile, and trace 
upon it the city of Jerusalem, and 
"lay siege" against it. The war pic
tured was against Jerusalem, capi
tal of Judah. But "this" (verse 3) 
"shall be a sign to the house of 
Israel." Then follows the well
known key to the "day for a year" 
method of reckoning prophecy. 

Continue chapter 5: " ... For," 
comes the warning message from 
the Eternal, "thereof shall a fire 
come forth into all the house of 
Israel " (verse 4). Notice, this is to 
portray vividly a warning of some 

FUTURE destruction upon the 
House of Israel! Not upon Judah, 
already largely conquered by Neb
uchadnezzar. But upon Israel the 
10-tribed nation who had gone into 
its first and original captivity 130 
long years before! The warning is 
not of the captivity already so far 
back in history. It says "thereof 
shall a fire come" upon Israel! It is 
a prophecy relating to a future de
struction and captivity. 

No such destruction and captiv
ity has ever yet come to the House 
of Israel since this was written. 
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Therefore it is still in the future
in our time. It is a warning to 
Britain and America now! 

A Captivity Yet Future 

Notice more of this warning: 
"A third part of thee [America

Britain] shall die with the 
pestilence, and with famine shall 
they be consumed in the midst of 
thee: and a third part shall fall by 
the sword round about thee; and I 
will scatter a third part into all the 
winds [in captivity being removed 
from our own lands and scattered 
over the world] ... " (verse I 2). 

Coming to chapter 6, the local 
scene of the vision shifts to the 
mountainous land of ancient Israel, 
in the Middle East but the mes
sage is for America and Britain, 
today. 

Will we heed it? God help us to 
wake up! 

Listen: " ... Behold, I, even I," 
says the Eternal God (verses 3, 
5-7), "will bring a sword [invasion] 
upon you, and I will destroy your 
high places .... And I will lay the 
dead carcases of the children of 
Israel before their idols; and I will 
scatter your bones round about 
your altars. In all your dwelling
places the cities shall be laid waste 
[nuclear bombing] .... and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord." 

Just a small remnant shall escape 
and be spared (verse 8). These are 
described in Luke 21 :36. 

Continue: "Thus saith the Lord 

God ... Alas for all the evil abom
inations of [not Judah, but] the 
house of Israel! for they shall [not 
did, in the captivity 130 years be
fore Ezekiel wrote, but shall] fall 
by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence" (verse II). 

The Time Is Yet Future 

This is not a popular message. You 
probably have never heard it before. 
The preachers and teachers of 
prophecy almost unanimously will 
rise up to deny this warning mes
sage to apply it to a different time 
or people. But the warning is from 
the Eternal God, and it is sure! The 
reader will do well to heed. 

Notice the time. It's important. 
"All hands shall be feeble, and 

all knees shall be weak as water" 
(chapter 7, verse 17). "Howl ye; 
for the day of the Lord is at hand. 
. .. Therefore shall all hands be 
faint, and every man's heart shall 
melt: and they shall be afraid ... " 
(Isa. 13:6-8). Plainly, the time is 
the "Day of the Lord" yet in the 
immediate future! 

Continue in Ezekiel: "They shall 
cast their silver in the streets, and 
their gold shall be removed: their 
silver and their gold shall not be able 
to deliver them in the day of the 
wrath of the Lord ... " (Ezek. 7:19). 
Now compare that with Zephaniah 
I: 14-15, 17-18: "The great day of 
the Lord is near. ... That day is a 
day of wrath .... And I [the Eter
nal] will bring distress upon 
men .... Neither their silver nor 
their gold shall be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lord's 
wrath .... " Both are speaking of the 
same time a time shortly ahead of 
us now, in this present generation! 

"Wherefore," continues verse 24 
(Ezek. 7), "I will bring the worst 
of the heathen, and they shall pos
sess their houses: I will also make 
the pomp of the strong to cease .... 
Destruction cometh; and they shall 
seek peace, and there shall be 
none. . .. Then shall they seek a 
vision of the prophet; but the law 
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shall perish from the priest" 
(verses 25-26). 

Yes, when this comes, our peo
ple finally will cry out for a true 
prophet or minister of the Eternal 
God but it will be too late! For 
then shall have come the time spo
ken of by the prophet Amos, when 
there shall be a famine of hearing 
the words of the Eternal (Amos 
8: 1 1) an end of true gospel 
preaching. Already the people and 
their paid ministers have turned 
their eyes and ears from God's law. 

Notice chapter 11 of Ezekiel's 
prophecy. I t is a message addressed 
to the House of Israel (verse 5). 
" ... I will bring a sword upon you, 
saith the Lord God. And I will 
bring you out of the midst thereof, 
and deliver you into the hands of 
strangers, and will execute judg
ments among you. Ye shall fall by 
the sword ... " (verses 8-10). 
When? rt is future from the time 
Ezekiel wrote, and it has not yet 
happened since then. God says it 
will happen! 

Chapter 12, verse 1 1: " ... they 
shall remove and go into captivity." 
It is yet future and it is the 
House of Israel. 

When? .. And they shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I shall scatter 
them among the nations, and dis
perse them in the countries" (verse 
15). The expression "They shall 
know that I am the Lord" is used 
repeatedly through the book of 
Ezekiel always referring to the 
time of the Second Coming of 
Christ, and Israel's final restoration 
back to her original land. Many 
prophecies show that the modern na
tions descended from ancient Israel 
are to be scattered in this latter-day 
captivity when Christ comes to re
store them back to that land. 

People Won't Believe It 

Always the true prophets and min
isters of God have stood almost 
alone and opposed by the over
whelming majority in Israel. That 
is Israel's history of old. It is true 
today. 

The 13th chapter shows the 
declaration of the popular ministry 
of this day in Israel in America 
and Britain. 

"Son of man, prophesy against the 
prophets of Israel ... Woe unto the 
foolish prophets, that follow their 
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own spirit, and have seen nothing! 0 
Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes 
in the deserts. Ye have not gone up 
into the gaps, neither made up the 
hedge for the house of Israel to stand 
in the battle in the day of the Lord" 
(verses 2-5). It is speaking of the 
soon-coming "Day of the Lord"
not some ancient event! " ... they 
have seduced my people, saying, 
Peace; and there was no peace ... " 
(verse 10). 

Our nations were not chosen for 
special favors. We were chosen for 
a service and righteous life we have 
failed to perform. Every time Israel 
of old disobeyed God, departed 
from his laws and ways and went 
into the pagan customs (as we have 
done today, actually deceiving 
ourselves by calling those customs 
"Christian"), they were invaded 
and conquered. Has God changed? 

Ezekiel catalogs our sins our 
customs and ways that seem right 
in our eyes but that are contrary to 
God's laws and an abomination in 
his sight. Some of them he men
tions in the 8th chapter. 

And chapter 22: "Thou hast de
spised mine holy things, and hast 
profaned my sabbaths," says the 
Eternal (verse 8). " ... thou hast 
taken usury and increase, and thou 
hast greedily gained of thy neigh
bours by extortion, and hast forgot
ten me, saith the Lord .... And I 
will [not did, but will] scatter thee 
among the heathen, and disperse 
thee in the countries, and will con
sume thy filthiness out of thee" 
(verses 12, 15). 

Chapters 25 through 32, Ezekiel 
digresses to prophesy against a 
number of foreign gentile nations 
who have come in direct contact 
with Israel. In Ezekiel 33: 11, the 
prophet returns to pleading with 
the House of Israel. " ... Turn ye, 
turn ye," God pleads, "from your 
evil ways; for why will ye die, 0 
house of Israel?" Here, too, 
Ezekiel is again set a watchman to 
warn Israel AMERICA AND 
BRITAIN TODAY at the time when 
this prophesied foreign sword is 
coming. Ezekiel wrote the mes
sage bu tit remains for us to 
whom God has revealed it today to 
actually shout and proclaim it to 
the people. God help us to be faith
ful in this solemn and grave com
mission! 

In the 34th chapter, God tells him 
to prophesy against the ministers of 
our land. They have fed themselves 
and not the flocks. They have 
preached what people wanted to 
hear (II Tim. 4:3-4) in order to get 
their salaries. 

The Coming of Christ! 

And now the Eternal inspires the 
prophet to come to the solution. 

"Thus saith the Lord God; Be
hold, I am against the shepherds; 
and I will require my flock at their 
hand, and cause them to cease from 
feeding the flock.... Behold, I, 
even I, will both search my sheep, 
and seek them ou t. ... 
And will deliver them 
out of all places where 
they have been scat
tered in the cloudy and 
dark day [the Day of 
the Lord yet future]. 
And I will ... gather 
them from the coun
tries, and will bring 
them to their own land, 
and feed them [spiri
tual food] upon the 
mountains of Israel by 
the rivers, and in all 
the inhabited places of 
the country" (Ezek. 
34:10-13). 

Christ himself for 
he is the Eternal shall 
come and rescue our 
people, not only from 
the coming captivity 
and dispersion, but 
from the false Baby
lonish teachings that 
have been palmed off 
to our people cloaked as 
"Christianity." He will 
then set his hand again 
the second time to 
recover the remnant of 
his people Israel (lsa. 
11: 11). The spiritual 
blindness shall then be 
removed, and all Israel 
shall be saved! (See Ro
mans 11 :25-26.) The 
kingdom of God shall be 
established. Men shall 
be tired of their own 
ways, and seek God's 
ways and his law shall 
go forth of Zion (Mic. 
4:2-3). And the nations 
shall find PEACE! 
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I n the 36th chapter of 
Ezekiel, the Eternal ad
dresses the House of Israel: 
"Prophesy unto the moun
tains of Israel ... Thus saith 
the Lord God to the moun
tains, and to the hills , to the 
rivers, and to the valleys, to 
the desolate wastes, and to 
the cities that are for
saken .... But ye, 0 moun
tains of Israel, ye shall shoot 
forth your branches, and 
yield your fruit to my peo
ple of Israel; for they are at 
hand to come .... And I 
will multiply men upon 

The Geneva handshake that broke 
the ice between the superpowers. 

you, all the house of Israel, even all 
of it: and the cities shall be inhab
ited, and the wastes shall be 
builded: and I will multiply upon 
you man and beast ... " (verses I, 
4, 8, 10-11). 

Yes, the House of Israel is pic
tured returning to its original land, 
not from a condition of wealth and 
prosperity from Britain and Amer
ica not in the position of a people 
victorious in a great world war
but as a slave and captive people, 
scattered through the nations of 
the world. All prophecies picturing 
this rescue and regathering of 
Israel at Christ's coming give us 
the same prophetic picture. 

Both Houses of Israel 
United 

In chapter 37, the first 
part pictures the "valley 
of dry bones." This repre
sents (verse II) the 
whole House of Israel
including Judah. It has a 
dual significance. It pic
tures the rebirth and res
urrection of Israel as a 
nation, from captivity, 
dispersion and slavery. 

It pictures, too, the 
literal bodily resurrec
tion of the individual 
who had already died, 
after which the knowl
edge of the truth spir
itual knowledge shall 
be revealed, and he shall 
be converted, and God's 
Spirit shall enter 
within, and he shall be 
saved. 

Beginning with the 
15th verse, the illustra
tion of the two sticks 
shows the two houses, 
or nations, Israel and 
Judah, being once 
more united, under 
Christ at his Second 
Coming, in the land of 
Israel. 

" ... Thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold, I 
will take the children 
of Israel [from the 
British Isles and 
America from a posi

tion of wealth and affluence as re
cent victors in the world war? No, 
but] from among the heathen, 
whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own land: 
and I will make them one nation in 
the land upon the mountains of 
Israel; and one king shall be king to 
them all: and they shall be no more 
two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two kingdoms any 
more at all: neither shall they defile 
themselves any more with their 
idols, nor with their detestable 
things, nor with any of their trans
gressions .... And they shall dwell 
in the land that I have given unto 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fa
thers have dwelt ... they, and their 
children , and their children's chil-

dren for ever . ... Moreover I will 
make a covenant of peace with 
them; it shall be an everlasting 
covenant . .. " the New Covenant 
(verses 21-23, 25-26). 

At Peace in the Holy Land 

Notice, now the story flow the 
time sequence: The prophet has 
carried us through the sins of his 
people, the coming invasion and 
captivity and dispersion, and the 
coming of Christ as Deliverer to 
restore the fortunes of Israel. We 
have come to the time when both 
the Houses of Israel and Judah 
shall be reunited into one nation, 
rescued from captivity and disper
sion and regathered again in their 
land, once again made prosperous, 
having learned their lesson, now 
living God's way, under his laws, 
enjoying his richest blessings, both 
material and spiritual! 

And now we come to chapter 38. 
This chapter finds Israel restored 
in her land "the land that is 
brought back from the sword" 
(verse 8). We find Israel now at 
rest , dwelling safely, totally unpre
pared for war having "neither 
bars nor gates" (verse II), in the 
desolate places of the land of Israel, 
now inhabited (verse 12) yes, in
habited (same verse) by the people 
who are once again restored to 
great material prosperity "which 
have gotten cattle and goods, that 
dwell in the midst of the land." 

Notice it! 
This prophecy does not picture 

the British Isles and America. It pic
tures the Holy Land. It pictures all 
12 tribes having been taken there 
from a dispersion and captivity and 
slavery, gathered out of the nations 
where they had been scattered, now 
once again beginning to prosper. 

Notice it: The time of this 
prophecy is after not before, but 
after the Second Coming of 
Christ after the great Deliverer 
has come and rescued our people 
and restored us to the land of Is
rael after Israel and Judah are 
reunited. Certainly the "latter 
years" (verse 8). 

The place of this battle is not 
Britain or America it is the Holy 
Land. " ... thou shalt come into the 
land that is brought back from the 
sword, and is gathered out of many 
people, against the mountains of 
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Israel, which have been always 
waste [or "once a perpetual 
waste" Moffatt translation]" 
(verse 8). The "mountains of Is
rael" is an expression used all 
through the book of Ezekiel, and 
refers to the literal mountainous 
land of ancient Israel. 

Our people shall have regained 
so much wealth that Gog and allies 
shall come to "take a spoil" (verse 
13), "to carry away silver and gold, 
to take away cattle and goods, to 
take a great spoil." 

Christ's Reign Contested 

But this very fact that this inva
sion will not come until after the 
Second Coming of Christ will 
seem preposterous to many, at first 
thought. 

That is because we have been 
accustomed merely to assume 
things that are not true. We have 
blindly assumed that when Christ 
comes, there will be no opposition. 
Every person and power on earth, 
we have thought, will simply sub
mit meekly and instantly to him 
and his power. But that is not true! 

Some gentile nations under
standably shall not submit until 
forced to. The final restoration of 
the Roman Empire shall be sub
dued and conquered at a battle 
commonly called "Armageddon." 
But the populous nations of 
Eurasia that the Almighty God up 
to this point has not dealt with 
shall still have to be brought to 
submission. 

"Gog" Identified 

"Gog" in the land of "Magog" is the 
vast regions of the U.S.S.R. in 
northern Eurasia extending from 
the Baltic to the Pacific. "Meshech" 
is Moscow, "Tubal" is Tobol'sk. 

Notice the allies who come with 
them in this future battle. You will 
find "Gomer" "Togarmah " "Ma-, , 
gog," "Meshech," "Tubal" identi
fied in Genesis I 0 as the sons of 
Japheth, father of the Eurasians. 
Ethiopia and Phut (mistranslated 
Libya) are descended from Ham. 

Therefore, this prophecy of 
Ezekiel 38 shows who shall finally 
succeed in marshaling peoples of 
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each major race into a gigantic in
vasion upon our people. 

When God begins to rule the 
world, through Christ with his 
chosen people restored to prosper
ity in the land of Israel, the very 
center of the land surface of the 
earth (verse 12, Moffatt transla
tion) this great Eurasian union of 
nations shall finally be tempted to 
use their mighty air force. "Thou 
shalt ascend," the Eternal says, 
"and come like a storm [in the air], 
thou shalt be like a cloud to cover 
the land ... " (verse 9). There shall 
be so many planes then that they 
will hide the sun from the ground 
below, like a huge dark shadow! 

The End of World Conquest 

The House of Israel our peo
ples shall not be armed or pre
pared. " ... In that day when my 
people of Israel dwelleth safely, 
shalt thou not know it?" asks the 
Eternal. "And thou shalt come 
from thy place out of the north 
parts [due north of the land of 
ancient Israel], thou, and many 
people [allies] with thee ... a 
mighty army: and thou shalt come 
up against my people of Israel, as 
a cloud to cover the land; it shall be 
in the latter days, and I will bring 
thee against my land, that the hea
then may know me [note the pur
pose], when I shall be sanctified in 
thee, 0 Gog, before their eyes" 
(verses 14-16). 

But our people shall not have to 
fight in that battle. We shall have 
learned by then that God fights our 
battles for us! 

"And it shall come to pass at the 
same time when Gog shall come 
against the land of Israel, saith the 
Lord God, that my fury shall come 
up in my face" (verse 18). "So that 
... all the men that are upon the 
face of the earth, shall shake at my 
presence ... " (verse 20). It is after 
Christ's coming! 

"I will summon an utter panic 
against him [Gog], says the Lord 
the Eternal, till every man in his 
host shall draw the sword against 
his fellow; I will punish him with 
pestilence and bloodshed, I will 
rain on him and his hordes and all 

the nations in his train an overpow
ering flood, with hail-stones, fire, 
and brimstone. I will let all the 
nations see my might and dread 
divinity to teach them that I am 
the Eternal" (verses 21-23, Mof
fatt). 

Notice, these nations do not see 
and recognize the dread divinity, 
the might and power of the Eternal 
Christ, even after he has returned. 
He has to teach them that HE IS 

THE ETERNAL! 
The 39th chapter shows in 

more detail the result of this 
great battle, in which Christ, with 
supernatural power, causes five 
sixths of these armies to be slain. 

Notice, again, the time: "Now 
will I bring again the captivity of 
Jacob, and have mercy upon the 
whole house of Israel [Israel and 
Judah], and will be jealous for my 
holy name .... When I have 
brought them again from the peo
ple, and gathered them out of their 
enemies' lands, and am sanctified 
in them in the sight of many na
tions; then shall they KNOW that J 
am the Lord their God ... " (Ezek. 
39:25, 27-28)! 

Notice again! At Christ's Sec
ond Coming, he shall gather the 
10-tribed House of Israel our 
British and American people out 
of our enemies' lands, not out of 
our own land of wealth and power, 
North America and the British 
Isles and Commonwealth. 

And then, beginning chapter 40, 
the remainder of the book of 
Ezekiel reveals the ideal theoc
racy God's new order of divine 
government upon earth the per
manent forms and institutions that 
shall express the ideal relation be
tween God and man. 

In the meantime, our job is to 
WARN America and Britain and 
many other nations of what lies 
ahead. To shout the warning to 
come out of Babylon (Rev. 18:4), 
that those who heed may find God 
now may come under his divine 
protection (Ps. 91), and by a true 
Spirit-filled life obedient to God's 
ways and laws, be prepared to be
come a ruler or a teacher in 
Christ's soon-coming kingdom! 0 
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The character of the peoples inhabiting what is now called the Soviet Union has been shaped by a historical 
fabric interwoven with a rich culture and endured tragedy. From the Mongol conquests of the 13th century, 
the Pugachev Rebellion of 1773 and Napoleon 's invasion in 1812, to the First and Second World Wars and 
the Russian Revolution and Civil War, invasion and internal strife have molded a mindset of passionate 
patriotism and suspicion of foreigners . 

World War I 
to the end of the 
Russian Civil War 
914-1921 

17 million 

Stalinist 
Period 
1930-1938 

million 

World War II 
1941-1945 
20 million 

Total 
Losses 

57 
million 
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CAN KNOW! 

More than one third of 
the Bible is prophecy
most of it for our day! 

Puzzled geopolitical an
alysts wonder what will 
happen next in the 
volatile South Asia re
gion. They simply do not 
know what ultimately will 
become of Iran, of 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India and adjoining na
tions. But you can know! 

Astounding Prophecies 

International attention con
tinues to be riveted on tur-
bulent South Asia. That vast re
gion stretching from the Persian 
Gulf to the South China Sea is in 
a precarious state of ferment and 
unrest. 

Yet how many know that the 
future of the peoples of the vast 
South Asia region was recorded 
millennia ago in the pages of the 
Bible? The stage is now set for the 
unfolding of an astounding se
quence of Bible prophecies. 

Turn, first, to the book of Reve
lation. Here is revealed a great 
end-time political ruler referred to 
as the "beast" (chapter 17). The 
beast will be a superdictator over a 
coming European confederation of 
10 nations a rebirth of the Ro
man Empire. This European power 
will eventually establish its capital 
and religious headquarters at 
Jerusalem (Dan. 11 :45). 

Daniel says that this European 
conqueror will become troubled by 
"tidings out of the east and out of 
the north" (11:44). There can be 
little doubt about the source of the 
beast's trouble. East and north of 
Palestine are Russia, China and 
other nations of the vast Asian con
tinent. 

The clear implication of this 
verse is that a great Eurasian al
liance will ultimately arise at or 
near the end of the Great Tribula
tion (mentioned by Daniel in chap-

Bible prophecy reveals the startling future of the 
nations and peoples on the outer rim of Asia! 

• 

ter 12 and in Matthew 24:21) and 
will enter into a confrontation with 
the restored Roman Empire. Much 
of Asia will eventually be mar
shaled into a great end-time, com
munist-dominated confederacy
encompassing nearly one half of 
the earth's population! 

These atheist-led Asian armies 
are also described in Ezekiel, chap
ters 38 and 39, where elements of 
those forces are prophesied to in
vade the Holy Land when all 12 
tribes of Israel have returned. 

Misunderstood Prophecy 

Some Bible scholars assert falsely 
that these prophecies of Ezekiel 
were fulfilled anciently. They 
never were. Others believe they are 
about to occur but some years be
fore Armageddon. Both views are 
erroneous. 

The events of Ezekiel 38 and 39 
are without question still future
for the "latter days" (38: 16) and 
"latter years" (38:8). Moreover, 
Ezekiel 38:14 describes the time 
setting as being "in that day when 
my people of Israel dwelleth 
safely." This is certainly not the 
situation in the State of Israel to
day! The Israel described by 
Ezekiel is a nation that dwells in 
security, in unwalled villages, 
totally unprepared for war (38:8, 
11, 14). Read it for yourself! These 

circumstances will be extant only 
after the coming of the Messiah, 
when surviving Eurasian forces will 
be supernaturally punished. 

Asian alliances, however, will be
gin taking shape well in advance:
and are even now beginning to 
move into their prophesied end
time configuration! 

Table of Nations 

The composition of the army that 
will come against the restored 12 
tribes of Israel is clearly defined: 

The account begins in Ezekiel 
38: 1-2: "And the word of the Lord 
came to me: Son of man, set your 
face against Gog, of the land of 
Magog, the prince of Rosh, of 
Meshech, and Tubal , and prophesy 
against him " (The Amplified 
Bible). 

Here is a great power that will 
challenge the very rule of Christ! 

Ezekiel reveals that joined with 
Magog, Rosh, Meshech and Tubal 
in this confederacy will be Persia, 
Cush, Phut (incorrectly rendered 
"Libya" in the Authorized Ver
sion), Gomer and Togarmah (see 
verses 5-6). 

Who are these peoples today? 
And what do these prophecies have 
to do with the future of South 
Asia? 

With the exception of Persia, the 
names mentioned by Ezekiel are 

9 



nowhere to be found as names of 
nations on world maps today. The 
names of the majority of the 
world's modern nations are of 
fairly recent origin. Nations and 
peoples have undergone sometimes 
dozens of name changes over the 
centuries and millennia of history. 

In the Bible, nations are named 
after their ancestors. Nations are 
families grown big. The whole hu
man family of today, according to 
the Bible, springs from Shem, 
Ham and Japheth, the sons of 
Noah (Gen. 10:32). The "Table of 
Nations" of Genesis 10 is an ac
count of the origins of today's na
tions and races. 

Through migrations, these di
verse peoples overspread the entire 
earth. You can read the story in 
Genesis II. In many cases we can 
accurately trace their travels from 
the starting point of Babel (in what 
today is I raq) through the pages of 
history to their present locations. 

Especially helpful in such re
search are the accounts of the clas
sical historians and geographers 
(such as Herodotus); Persian, 
Tatar and Arabic histories (such as 
Meadows of Gold by al-Masudi); 
the works of early Jewish histori
ans (such as Josephus); Chinese 
and other Asian traditions; and me
dieval European chronicles. 

Modern scholars generally give 
little credence to the Table of Na
tions or to many of these early 
histories and traditions. Conse
quently they are ignorant of the 
true identities of many of the 
world's peoples today. 

Let us look again at the names 
mentioned by Ezekiel. Where are 
these peoples found today? 

Gog of the Land of Magog 

Ruling over all these allied peoples 
is Gog. Gog (meaning "mountain" 
or "high") is described as a great 
prince, the political/military head 
of the vast region in question. 
Ezekiel pictures Gog as a guard 
and commander over the assembled 
peoples (38:7). 

Along with the beast, the mira
cle-working false prophet (Rev. 
16: 13; 19:20), and the leaders of an 
Arab-Muslim confederacy, Gog is 
one of the major end-time person
alities specifically mentioned in the 
Bible. 
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Gog is also a people, apparently 
a tribal subdivision of Magog. The 
original Gog was probably a son or 
grandson of Magog. 

Ezekiel describes the end-time 
Gog as being of the land of Magog. 
How, then, do we identify Magog 
today? The Table of Nations lists 
Magog as the second son of 
Japheth, son of Noah. 

Japheth's descendants are pri
marily Eurasian peoples. They in
clude the East Slavs Great Rus
sians, Little Russians, White 
Russians and the Mongoloid peo
ples of Asia outside of the Near 
East and the subcontinent of India. 

Japheth's son Magog gradually 
become divided into two main 
branches. The western, Caucasian
looking Slavic branch is identified 
by the first-century Jewish histo
rian Josephus and others as among 
the nomadic Scythian tribes north 
of the Black Sea in what today is 
the Soviet Union. 

But there was also an eastern or 
Mongoloid branch of the 
Scythians that anciently 
inhabited the plains 
stretching all the way to 
north China. The Vene
tian traveler Marco Polo, 
who visited the Mongol 
realms in the 13th cen
tury, identified Magog as 
being part of the Mun
guls or Mongols. Other 
histories identify Magog 
with the Mandarin-speak
ing northern Chinese. 
(The Cantonese-speaking 
southern Chinese, inci
dentally, are an Asian 
branch of Javan, another 
of Japheth's sons.) 

lated "chief' in Ezekiel 38:2-3 in 
the Authorized Version. In He
brew, the word for chief is Rosh. 
But in Ezekiel's prophecy the orig
inal Hebrew may also be a proper 
name. 

Rosh is the ancient Hebrew 
name for the Russ ("blonds") who 
settled in the plains of Eastern Eu
rope in the ninth century, A.D. 
They gave their name to the Rus-

-
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prophecy of Ezekiel? The Magog sian nation. The people of Rosh are 
of Ezekiel 38 and 39 is pictured as among the White Russians of 
a people of a northern locality Byelorussia today. 
i.e., the vast lands of the Soviet Living next to the people of 
Union. Ezekiel describes Gog as Rosh are Meshech and Tubal. Both 
coming "from the north parts" Meshech and Tubal are sons of 
(39:2). The Soviet Union is far to Japheth (Gen. 10:2) and thus 
the north of Palestine. brothers of Magog. To Herodotus 

Moreover, Gog is described as and other classical geographers and 
the prince of Rosh, Meshech and historians they were known as the 
Tubal, peoples clearly Russian by Moskhi or Moschi and the 
descent. Tibareni, occupying the region of 

Russians Great and White 

The Hebrew word Rosh is trans-

the Caucasus between the Black 
and Caspian Seas. In Assyrian in
scriptions they are the Muska and 

• 
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Tubla. Josephus calls them the 
Moschevi and Thobelites. 

The descendants of Meshech 
(Moskhi) ultimately traveled into 
the lands north of the Black Sea, 
settling around Moscow. They gave 
their name to that city, as well as 
to the Moskva River and the state 
of Muscovy. 

Part of Tubal also moved north, 
giving their name to the river To-

bol and founding the 
Siberian city of Tobolsk. 
(Mongoloid branches of 
Tubal are found in Tibet, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim, the 

Scenes in turbulent South 
Asia: of 
communist New People's 
army train in remote 
area of the Philippines 
(top); Muslim 
opposing Soviets in 
Afghanistan pose with 
captured Soviet armored 
vehicle (middle); Iraqi 
troops guard Iranian 
prisoners taken in 
six-year-old Iran-Iraq 
war (below). 

Indian state of N agaland, Xinkiang 
or Chinese Turkestan, and parts of 
northern China and Manchuria, ac
cording to Arabic sources.) 

Together, the Caucasian 
branches of Meshech and Tubal 
form the two distinctive branches 

of the Great Russians of today. 
The Great Russians are the largest 
ethnic group of the Soviet Union. 

Future Russo / China Alliance? 

Ultimately allied with the Russians 
under Gog will be "many people" 
(Ezek. 38:6,9,15). These could 
hardly exclude the militarily 
weaker Chinese and their Asiatic 
kinsmen those eastern Magogites 
who "dwell securely in the coast-

• 
lands" of the Pacific (39:6, The 
Amplified Bible). 

The People's Republic of 
China the "many people" of 
Ezekiel 38 is thus pictured as be
ing linked with Gog in the last 
days. We can conclude that, one 
way or another, the breach that 
separates the Soviet Union and 
China will eventually be bridged. 
Beijing and Moscow will yet come 
to terms in spite of racial and polit
ical tensions! 

Linked with the Russians and 
the other nations of the Orient in 
the vast end-time Asian confeder
acy will be Persia, Cush, Phut, 
Gomer and Togarmah (Ezek. 38:5-
6). Who are these peoples today? 

History and Scripture identify 
them as the very peoples of the 
South Asian region. Willingly or 

unwillingly, they will all be 
• drawn into the Soviet sphere of 

influence in the years just 
ahead! Let us look at each one 
individually. 

Let us begin with Persia 
(Ezek. 38:5), the most easily 
identified. Persia is simply an
other name for modern-day 
Iran. 

The name Persia originated 
from a geographical region 
within southern Iran. This re
gion was anciently known as 
Persis, the Greek form of Old 
Persian Parsa. Historically, the 
people of Iran have never used 
the name Persia for their coun
try. They have always called it 
Iran, "Land of the Aryans." 
(Aryan is used to designate 
speakers of Indo- Iranian lan-

guages, as distinct from Semitic
speaking Arabs, for example.) The 
name Iran, however, did not come 
into widespread use in the west 
until the 1930s. 

Iran today has a population of 
some 45 million. Iranians comprise 

nearly 70 percent of the country. 
Iranians, though Islamic, are to
tally distinct from the neighboring 
Arab peoples of the Middle East. 
They are a mixed people of the 
remnants of Media and Elam and 
other ancestors of Semitic and 
Hamitic stock. 

Modern Iran also includes nu
merous minority groups of varying 
ethnic backgrounds: Turks, Kurds, 
Arabs, Baluchis, Armenians, Lurs, 
Azerbaijanis, Bakhtiaris and oth
ers. 

There is growing evidence of a 
Soviet attempt to utilize to their 
own advantage disputes among cer
tain of these ethnic minorities 
within Iran. Some observers see 
this activity as aimed at precipitat
ing an internal crisis a crisis that 
could provide an opportunity for 
Soviet military "intervention" in 
Iran. 

An appeal for help by any pro
Soviet ethnic minorities in Iran 
could be answered by a movement 
of Soviet troops both from the So
viet Union across Iran's northern 
border and from Afghanistan 
across Iran's eastern border. Alter
nately, a pro-Soviet government 
might ultimately rise to power in 
Tehran and move the country into 
the Soviet orbit by nonviolent 
means. 

Whatever the method, the 
prophecy of Ezekiel clearly indi
cates that Iran will eventually be
come linked with the Soviet Union. 
This is not to say that Iran or other 
South Asian nations will be incor
porated into the Soviet Union as 
full-fledged republics. Rather, 
there will generally be only politi
cal linkage in the form of alliances 
or as vassal states dominated by 
Moscow. 

Afghanistan, of course, is al
ready in the Soviet orbit. A Soviet
installed regime today governs in 
Kabul. 

Known anciently as Ariana and 
Bactria, and in the Middle Ages as 
Khorasan, Afghanistan lies in the 
very heart of Asia. Historically, the 
great invasions of the Indian sub
continent have been made through 
its strategic mountain passes. 

Afghanistan'S present racially 
mixed population is a reflection of 
its location astride the ancient 
trade and invasion routes of Cen-
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tral Asia. The bulk of the popula
tion (60 percent) is Pushtun or 
Pathan, the main tribes being the 
Durrani and the Ghilzai. Other 
groups represented are the Tajiks 
or Tadhziks (30 percent), Uzbeks 
(5 percent), Hazaras, Turkomans 
and Kirghiz. 

The unifying factor amid all this 
ethnic diversity is religion. Afgan
istan is almost wholly Islamic, 
mostly Sunni. Moslem armies had 
gained control of Afganistan as 
early as A.D. 652. 

The biblical origins of the 
Afghan peoples are widely varied. 
Some are traced to the sons of 
Japheth. (The Turkomans, for ex
ample, claim descent from Tiras, a 
son of Japheth.) Others descend 
from branches of the families of 
Joktan, of Gomer, of Uz and of 
Esau. Some Afghan chronicles 
even claim that elements of the 
Pathans are descended by inter
marriage from King Saul of an
cient Israel through his grandson 
Afghana. 

Also predicted to cluster around 
the banner of Gog in the latter 
days are Cush and Phut (or Put). 
These peoples of Ezekiel 38:5 are 
generally found today in the region 
of India and Pakistan. 

Cush was a son of Ham (Gen. 
10:6). Cush is often translated 
"Ethiopia" in the Bible. But not all 
Cushites live in Ethiopia! 

The descendants of Cush split 
into two major groups, the Eastern 
and Western Cushites. The West
ern Cushites are found in major 
areas of Black Africa today, includ
ing modern Ethiopia, now under 
Soviet influence. 

The Eastern Cushites, on the 
other hand, are the brown peoples 
of central and southern India and 
part of Ceylon (Sri Lanka). They 
are represented by such groups as 
the Dravidians, Tamils and Teht
gus. Herodotus calls these Eastern 
Cushites "Asiatic Ethiopians." 
During their migrations, inciden
tally, these Asiatic Cushites gave 
their name to the Hindu Kush 
mountain range of Central Asia. 

Interestingly, the names of 
Cush's sons Seba and Raamah 
(Gen. 10:7) have been perpetuated 
in the Hindu god Siva or Shiva 
(the destroyer) and the hero Rama 
(an avatar of the god Vishnu). 
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Phut was also a son of Ham. 
Phut is often translated "Libya" in 
the Bible, referring to the land of 
Libya in North Africa. As with 
Cush, there is also an Asiatic 
branch of the family of Phut or 
Put. It is that Asiatic branch that 
will eventually become associated 
with the U.S.S.R. 

Along with elements of Shem, 
descendants of Phut (or Put) were 
among the Indo-Aryans who set
tled northern India and drove the 
Cushitic Dravidians into the south 
of India in the second millennium 
B.C. The warrior-caste Rajputs 
were rulers over the historic region 
of Rajputana, a former group of 
princely states comprising what is 
now Rajasthan state of northwest
ern India. 

Elements of Phut are also found 
today in other states of northern 
and central India and in the neigh
boring countries of Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. The clear implication, 
therefore, is that these nations will 
ultimately become politically asso
ciated with the U.S.S.R. 

India, along with China, will un
doubtedly contribute heavily to the 
200 million-man army of Revela
tion 9: 16. After one-thousand-mil
lion-strong communist China, In
dia has the largest population of 
any country in the world (more 
than 750 million!). India today is 
militarily the most powerful coun
try in the South Asia region. 

The nation of India is officially a 
neutralist state aspiring .to a non
aligned stand between the super
powers. But in light of India's long 
and often tension-ridden borders 
with China and Pakistan, the So
viet Union has become necessary 
insurance for New Delhi. India 
leans on Soviet protection to coun
terbalance the alliance of China 
and Pakistan. 

India is heavily dependent on the 
Kremlin for key military supplies. 
New Delhi has a friendship treaty 
with Moscow, signed in 1971. And 
the Soviet Union has become In
dia's major trading partner. 

The government of Pakistan
lying to the east and south of So
viet-occupied Afghanistan is 
growing more nervous by the day. 

Pakistan now stands as the only 
obstacle between the Soviet troops 
in Afghanistan and Moscow's goal 

of a warm-water Arabian Sea port. 
By virtue of the Soviet military 
presence in Afghanistan, the 
Kremlin is now in a prime position 
to exert political and military pres
sure on Pakistan. 

The Muslim nation of Pakistan 
consists of four provinces, two on 
each side of the Indus River. The 
two provinces on the eastern side
Punjab and Sind are firmly in 
the control of President Zia ul
Haq's government in Islamabad. 

The two provinces west of the 
Indus North-West Frontier and 
Baluchistan are in a state of un
rest. These provinces share a 
1,200-mile border with Soviet-oc
cupied Afghanistan. The Pakistani 
government fears that the Soviets 
may now use Afghanistan as a base 
to exploit the separationist senti
ments among the ethnic groups in 
these two provinces. Trouble 
among these ethnic minorities is 
already straining Pakistan's unity. 

Of primary concern is the long
simmering independence move
ment among the Baluchi tribesmen 
of western Pakistan. The Baluchis 
have long sought to unite with fel
low tribesmen in southern 
Afghanistan and eastern Iran to 
form an independent state of 
Baluchistan. 

There is strong evidence of deep 
Soviet involvement in this effort to 
carve out a separate Baluchi state. 
A pro-Russian vassal state in 
Baluchistan would effectively ex
tend Soviet influence all the way 
south to the Arabian Sea. The 
Kremlin would at last have the 
warm-water ports that it has 
sought since the days of the czars. 

As an added bonus, the Soviets 
would be in a position to control 
the major oil supply lines leading 
from the Persian Gulf! 

Pushtu-speaking tribesmen in 
northwestern Pakistan and eastern 
Afghanistan have also long 
dreamed of their own independent 
state of Pushtunistan. These peo
ples, like the Baluchis, provide po
tentially fertile soil for Soviet revo
lutionary propaganda. 

The predominantly Muslim na
tion of Bangladesh once known as 
East Pakistan broke away from 
Pakistan in a bloody civil war in 
1971. Though Bangladesh offi
cially adheres to the principle of 



nonalignment, its relations with the 
Soviet Union have grown steadily 
closer. 

Also allied with Gog will be 
"Gomer, Togarmah and all their 
bands" (Ezek. 38:6). 

Gomer was the eldest son of 
Japheth. Contrary to the assertions 
of many students of Bible 
prophecy, Gomer in this prophecy 
is not West Germany. 

Who, then , is Gomer? Among 
the Oriental descendants of 
Gomer's three sons are found ele
ments of the Turkic and Tatar 
(Turko-Mongol) peoples of the 
Asian steppes and deserts. 

Many of these peoples inhabit
ing the five socialist republics of 
Soviet Central Asia have already 
been incorporated into the 
U.S.S.R. The nation of Mongolia, 
wedged between the Soviet Union 
and China in the region just south 
of Siberia, is a virtual Soviet satel
lite. The Turkic Uighurs of Xinki
ang (western China) and the Mon
gols of Inner Mongolia are under 
Communist Chinese control. 

Gomer's third son, Togarmah, is 
specifically mentioned in Ezekiel 
38. Togarmah, in part, settled an
cient Armenia. Descendants of 
Togarmah also migrated eastward 
into Mongolia, where they are to
day found mixed with elements of 
Magog. Togarmah's modern-day 
descendants are also found in 
China's Xinkiang province and in 
Russian Siberia or Tartary. 

Ezekiel, however, speaks specifi
cally of Togarmah "in the utter
most parts of the north" (38:6, 
Amplified). This is a clear refer
ence to the Siberian branch of 
Togarmah. 

But what of Southeast Asia? 
The modern-day nations of this 

region are of the southern Mon-

goloid racial group. These nations 
are primarily Japhetic in descent, 
of the line of Gomer and, farther 
east, of Javan. Here communism 
has already deeply penetrated. 

Vietnam is already a communist 
nation in the Soviet fold. After 
some two decades of fighting, the 
American-backed government of 
South Vietnam surrendered to So
viet-supported North Vietnamese 
forces in the spring of 1975. 
Within days the communist con
quest of South Vietnam was effec
tively completed. Vietnam was offi
cially reunited as a communist 
state in July 1976. 

The government of neighboring 
Laos is an ally of Vietnam and the 
Soviet Union. Nearby Cambodia 
(Kampuchea) has been dominated 
by Vietnam since 1979. 

Continuing Vietnamese military 
activity within Cambodia poses a 
potential threat to the security of 
Thailand to the north and west. 
Malaysia also sees a potential mili
tary menace from expansionist 
Vietnam. Adding to the uncer
tainty, small bands of communist 
guerrillas continue to roam the 
Thai-Malaysia border area. 

In Burma, militarily active com
munist guerrillas are challenging 
the government in Rangoon. 1 nsur
gent uprisings among the country's 
ethnic minorities add to the insta
bility in that nation. In Indonesia 
and the Philippines too, communist 
insurgency occasionally assails the 
authority of the central govern
ments. 

Most of Southeast Asia will un
doubtedly find it difficult to with
stand incessant communist pres
sure. Ultimately, prophecy reveals, 
the region will be forced into coop
erating with the Soviet Union and 
her allies. 

"I Am Against You!" 

As we have seen, the coming 
Eurasian confederacy will devastate 
much of Western Europe. After 
Christ decimates the armies of all 
nations gathered at Armageddon, 
Gog will assemble a large army from 
among his s urviving Eurasian 
forces. That army will attempt to 
impose its ideology on a restored Is
rael. But it will not succeed! 

"Behold, I am against you, 0 
Gog!" God declares (Ezek. 38:3). 
The fate of hi s armies is vividly por
trayed: "You shall fallon the moun
tains of Israel , you and all your 
troops, and the peoples who are with 
you; I shall give you as food to every 
kind of predatory bird and beast of 
the field" (Ezek. 39:4, Amplified). 
The people of Israel will labor seven 
months burying the millions of 
Gog's dead (39: 12). The survivors 
will know that God rules. 

The demise of Gog and his allies 
will furnish a powerful witness to the 
nations of the world. "And I shall set 
My glory among the nations; and all 
the nations will see My judgment 
which 1 have executed," God de
clares (39:21, Amplified). 

The people of Israel will utterly 
destroy the weapons carried by 
Gog's army (39:9-10). With the 
power of Gog irretrievably broken, 
the nations of the world will at last 
submit to the government of God. 
After 6,000 years of war and inter
national strife , worldwide peace 
will finally become reality. "And 
they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation , neither 
shall they learn war any more" 
(Mic. 4:3; Isa. 2:4). 

South Asia and the world
will at last know true peace! 0 
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